[A new model for the in vivo study of adipocyte precursors in the rat].
Periepidydimal fat pad of young rat shows, in the peripheral zone, areas with lobular aspect and areas with flattened aspect, surrounded by a mesothelial sheath. In adult rats the flattened areas are no longer observed. The ultrastructural study of the cells present in the flattened zones of the periepidydimal fat pad and the comparison with the same tissue of adult rats seems to indicate that the flattened areas in the peripheral zone of the periepidydimal fat pad of the young rat are a site where the adipocyte precursors can best be studied. Furthermore in the pericytes of the blood vessels wall, rare little lipid vacuoles can be seen: this is in accordance with the hypothesis proposed by other autøhors that the precursors of the adipocytes derive from pericytes.